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"ship-money."   They were not used after the Great Re-
belSonT*

It has been seen that a vexatious means of defeating
Parliament's legislation was the alteration of the wording
of granted petitions by the judges who engrossed them
as statutes.2 At the beginning of Henry V.'s reign,
this was made a matter of formal protest by the Commons.
The king replied that nothing should be * 'enacted contrary
to their asking whereby they should be bound without
their assent."3 But despite this promise, there was still
danger that the thing might be attempted upon occasion.
A great advance towards remedying this evil began appar-
ently about the middle of the century; it was to do away
with the petitionary language and introduce Hlls, which
were, in form and language, completed statutes and be-
came such by the united assent of Commons, Lords, and
king.4 It was a slow change, but was completed before
the end of the first Tudor reign.

Later on the House of Lords also began to originate Bills,
which were sent thence to the Commons; and it gradually
became the established rale of Parliament, that with the
exception of Mone^J^s^^

tjigns, and of Bills affecting the Peerage (e.g., for the resti-
tution of f orf eite3Tionoi3fs}7 wHch '

i^                              either House. 5

xln the reign of Richard III., a statute was passed abolishing benevo-
lences (A. and S., document 133). This was afterwards disregarded on the
ground that Richard was a usurper, which made laws passed during his time
invalid.
3 See above, pp. 421, 422.
3 A. and S., document 117.
* Although, after the use of bills the judges had no opportunity to make
changes, the sovereign might introduce modifications before the royal
assent was given. Elizabeth seems to have been the last sovereign to do
this. In the fifteenth century the form of the sovereign's assent to a bill
was, what it still is: Le roy le vevt. The veto was in the polite words:
Le roy s'amsera.
sTasweU-Langmead, English Constitutional History, p. 293. In recent
years the House of Lords has almost wholly ceased to initiate legislation.
Ministries, no matter to what party they belong, introduce their measures
in the House of Commons.